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Preface

IYWW WTP of this lesson, it’s about technology. IOW it’s about that thing that intersects with just 
about every part of your life. As a pastor, brother in the Lord, and recovering technophile, I think we 
NTT. IMHO the church has been MIA on some of these issues. Or worse yet, when someone brings 
up the topic of godly living in the digital age you get that look of LONH. WUWT?

?4U… SWDYT about technology? ISTM that for YNG people TPAE. And there’s no doubt we need 
to TTL for the amazing opportunities that technology offers. But with these opportunities, we need to 
ask WDIM to me as a follower of Christ. IOW we need to TAI from a biblical point of view. We need 
to BAO this TRUFAX: What God creates for His glory, Satan will seek to destroy and corrupt.  That 
includes technology.  

Please don’t think I am just some GOM who needs to take a class from the AAAAA.  (Although that 
may be true.) I have had a love/hate relationship with technology since the ‘80’s. Sometimes I love it, 
and sometimes it tests my sanctification. But only recently have I been thinking about the intersection 
between technology and living for Christ.  

So, IYDMMA… Have you given much thought to ways you can use technology for God’s glory 
while avoiding Satan’s schemes?  TBH, NDI. That’s why preparing this study has been a great 
blessing for me. It is my prayer that God will use it to be a blessing for you.  

Pastor Chip Byrd

HTH – (HOPE THIS HELPS those who are technologically challenged)1

IYWW – If you were wondering TPAE – The possibilities are endless
WTP – What’s the point TTL – Thank the Lord
IOW – In other words WDIM – What does it mean
NTT – Need to talk IOW – In other words
IMHO – In my humble opinion TAI – Think about it
MIA – Missing in action BAO – Be aware of
LONH – Lights on, nobody home TRUFAX – True fact
WUWT – What’s up with that GOM – Grumpy old man
?4U – Question for You AAAAA – American Association Against Acronym

Abuse
SWDYT – So what do you think? IYDMMA – If you don't mind me asking
ISTM – It seems to me TBH – To be honest
YNG – Young NDI – Neither did I
TBC – To be continued

1. All of these acronyms were found online at “Internetslang” or the “Internet Slang Dictionary & Translator.”  I didn’t make them 
up .
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Introduction

Before we jump into our lessons, I thought it would be helpful to map out our course:

Lesson 1:  I want to share a story with you that helps us see the amazing speed with which technology 
is advancing.  

Lesson 2:  I am going to provide you with some statistics that demonstrate some ways that 
technology and our connectedness are affecting our culture. Then we will develop a basic Christian 
response.

Lesson 3:  Connected or disconnected?  Living relationally in a digital world. 

Lesson 4:  PLOS – Parents looking over shoulder.  Is anyone?  

Lesson 5:  GIGO – Garbage in, garbage out.

With each of these sections there will be questions to consider.
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Lesson 1 – A Story

I had a friend who went to be with the Lord a couple years ago. Her name was Gussie. She was born 
in Grand Rapids, MI, in 1913 (yep, a hundred years ago). Sometimes when I visited this dear saint, 
she would show me her wonderful old photographs. One of my favorites was of her going to church 
as a little girl—in a horse drawn carriage. 

I marvel at the things she saw and experienced in a single lifetime. She witnessed advances in 
medicine, travel, science, energy and culture that are hard to fathom. At one end of her life there were 
folks who traveled to church by a horse drawn carriage; at the other end of her life they went by 
electric cars.    

One of the areas where she saw the most dramatic change is in communications. The year that Gussie 
was born (1913), there was no telephone line connecting the two coasts of our nation. That means 
there was no way for a person in Washington to call someone in San Francisco. That connection 
couldn’t be made until 1915.  

The first transatlantic phone call between New York and London wouldn’t take place until my friend 
was 14 (1927). And there were no friends and family calling plans. If you wanted to make a call to 
Europe later in 1927, it would have cost you about $375 a minute. Gulp!  

And here’s an interesting tidbit. In 1929, when my friend turned 16, the President of the United States 
got his first telephone installed at his desk.  Let… that… sink… in… She was 16 when the President 
received the first telephone installed at his desk.

Hmmm… 

My guess would be that most of the 16 year olds reading this don’t have a phone at their desk.  
BECAUSE THEY ALWAYS HAVE THEIR PHONE WITHIN AN ARM’S REACH!  There may 
even be some who would feel uncomfortable if they are too far from their phone.

Don’t mistake what I am saying. I think phones and technology are great. But our technology has 
advanced at mindboggling speeds. In the early ‘90’s, very few people were on the internet, and only 
the wealthiest people had a mobile phone. Now technology is everywhere and everyone has a 
cellphone.  

Assignment:  Let’s see if I am right. If there is someone in your youth group with a phone, have them 
take a picture of your group and email it to me at pastor@rpcholland.com. (If it’s good enough 
perhaps I can convince Ed DeGraaf to put it up on the RYS website.)

Assuming that someone was able to carry out the assignment, my first response is… HOW COOL IS 
THAT?
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But it also tells us a lot about the kind of technology we have at our disposal:  

 Someone has a phone. That means you are connected to about 6 billion people on planet earth 
(that’s an estimate of worldwide phone usage).

 Someone has a camera on their phone (and probably a video recorder). That means you can 
capture virtually any experience and share it in real-time.

 If you can email me on your phone it would mean that you have a texting plan and a data plan. 
So you have access to the internet. That’s virtual access to a seemingly infinite amount of 
information. TPAE (see page 1 )

Even though I am a GOM… I have tried to adapt to technology. On the other hand, you haven’t. You 
didn’t have to. No adaptation was necessary because technology is simply the air you breathe. You 
were born into a generation where technology and electronic connectedness is the day-to-day norm.  
For folks from my generation—not so much. Some of the things that your parents read about in 
science fiction novels are a part of your reality.  

So what do we do?

TAKE A BREATH!

In the next lesson I will begin to lay out a Christian response to technology. But can we first 
acknowledge that if technology were rain, then what we have experienced in the past 15 years is a 
torrential downpour? We have been flooded with new devices and abilities to communicate and 
connect to each other that are unprecedented in human history. What we haven’t had is the time to 
think about the various ways that all these things impact our walk with the Lord. And a Bible-
believing Christian shouldn’t wholeheartedly accept every technological innovation without thinking 
about the implications. So let’s take a breath.  

As we progress in this study we will find that the book of Proverbs is our friend. Proverbs was written 
to teach God’s covenant people how to live wisely. More to the point, Proverbs teaches us how to live 
“skillfully” (Think: “that guy’s got mad skills”) as the people of God. So let’s see what it says about 
pausing, taking a breath, and thinking carefully before we proceed:

Proverbs 19:2
Desire without knowledge is not good, 
     and whoever makes haste with his feet misses his way.

Proverbs 14:15-16
15The simple believes everything, 
     but the prudent gives thought to his steps. 
16One who is wise is cautious and turns away from evil, 
     but a fool is reckless and careless.
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?4u How does your view of technology and connectedness differ from your parents?

Leader: It is really important for our youth to see they are living in a world that is radically 
different than their parents. That isn’t good or bad, just different. Things they take for granted 
were not part of our lives 20 years ago. Again, don’t make a judgment that it is good or bad, 
just different. As such, it requires Christians to think about the way these things impact us.  

?4u Why do you think your view is so different?

?4u If you see a piece of technology that looks really cool, what are some of the things you should 
consider?

Leader: In some ways, this will be the basis for the rest of the study. But we want them to 
begin applying the above verses from Proverbs.  

?4u Have there been times when you were using technology and you found yourself somewhere 
you didn’t want to be?

Leader: This is where you want to stress the need for thoughtfulness in our use of technology.  
Mention some positive uses of technology. 

Then explain that one might use Wikipedia for studying or simply Google a topic. It may be 
quite innocent. Then before they know it—after a click here and a click there—they are on a 
site that is inappropriate for a follower of Christ.  

This is really personal so tread with caution. The goal is to encourage them to be more 
thoughtful in the use of technology. 

I Corinthians 10:31
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

?4u How does I Corinthians 10:31 tell us we should use our technology?
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Lesson 2 – Some Statistics and a Basic Christian 
Response to Technology

 
In the previous lesson, we learned that technological innovations have outpaced our ability to think 
through their use from a Christian perspective. I suggested that we take a breath, pause, and decide 
that we are going to use technology for God’s glory. But what does that look like? What is a Christian 
response to technology? Let’s take a look at some statistics1, and then we will begin to answer that 
question.

 90% of young people between the ages of 5 and 18 are online every day.
 55% of all teenagers have a social networking page.
 58% of 12 year olds have a cell phone.
 On average, teenagers will send or receive over 2,000 text messages a month.
 According to the Attorney General’s Commission on Pornography, internet porn sites are 

visited by 12 to 17 year olds more than any other age group.
 50% of teenagers have received threatening text messages, while only 10% of them told their 

parents.
 Almost 50% of teenagers admit to using the internet to cheat on exams, with 35% using a 

cellphone.
 48% have stolen songs or computer games through illegal download sites.
 20% of young people are considered to be addicted to computer or video games.
 64% of teens admit to doing things online they don’t want their parents to know about.

We are in the digital age—that’s just a fact. And I suspect that historians will look back on this period 
of history and say that this digital revolution produced fantastic changes in just about every area of 
life. For the person born after 1985, the way you study, play, socialize, shop, date, find friends, 
arrange your schedule, and even apply for jobs are all connected to the use of technology. Our culture 
has changed and is changing because of the digital revolution.    

You undoubtedly noticed that I chose some statistics that remind us that there is a dark side to 
technology. Not because I want to dissuade you from using it, but because we need to be balanced 
and acknowledge danger where it exists.

There seem to be three ways that a Christian can approach the digital and technological revolution:

1) Unrestrained embrace of everything new. (IOW… Think of a lemming throwing itself off the
cliff.)

2) Unplug, disconnect, and hope it just goes away. (IOW… Think of the ostrich sticking its head
in the sand.)

1. These stats come from Professor David Murray who teaches at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.



Tech Time Leader’s Guide — Page 7

3) Be balanced and biblical. (OK, it’s a bit unfair to lay it out this way, but extremes drive me
crazy.)

Let me briefly suggest that options 1 and 2 are not as uncommon as you might think. There are a lot 
of professing Christians who simply follow the world’s lead. If the world goes in a particular 
direction, some of these Christians won’t be far behind. 

On the other hand, there are believers who think a rigid separation from the world and the digital 
revolution is the only way to maintain the purity of the church. This is unrealistic and fails to 
understand the purpose of God’s creation.

So what is a balanced view?

A good starting point would be to ask who created technology.

WRONG!  It was not Steve Jobs.

Genesis 1:1, 261

1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth… 
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

?4u So who created technology?

Leader: You will want to make the point that God created every element that has been used by 
men to create things. That includes technology. But since God is the Creator God and He has 
made us in His image, we desire to create. Here’s a great quote from Tim Challies’ book, 
“The Next Story”:

Just as God created, we create. God has given human beings the ability to think, to come
up with remarkable ideas, to be innovative. Technology is simply the practical result of
the creative process. Birds may instinctually use spiderwebs to build nests. A monkey may
somehow discover how to use a rock to crack open a nut. But these aren’t creative
activities leading to new technologies. Animals don’t act out of a desire to do something
unique or distinct. They simply respond to their hard-wired instincts and do what they
were made to do. But human beings create because of a God-given ability to be creative.
And the practical result of our creative activity is something we call technology.

1. You might want to look up Psalm 24:1 and Acts 17:24.
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Our creative abilities have led us to craft all sorts of different technologies, from the most
basic to the most advanced. We dream; we imagine new possibilities; we think of creative
solutions. And in all of these activities we resemble our Creator. Ultimately, then, God
himself is the author of all technology.

  
You will want to stress that advancing and developing new technologies and new ideas is not 
inherently sinful—God created us to do that.  And that will lead to the second question.

?4u What are some of the ways that technology is a benefit and how can you see yourself using it 
for God’s glory?

Leader: Think of the way that Facebook allows families to stay connected over long distances.  
Or how things like Skype can be used to stay in touch with friends. Mention Wikipedia and 
other means to learn and study through electronic venues.

At the risk of being redundant, we don’t want to convey a message that we are anti-
technology. We are Reformed, and to that end you might want to share Abraham Kuyper’s 
famous quote:    

“There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which
Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry: 'Mine!’”

That includes technology and the digital revolution.

?4u So God created technology, and it has many good and useful purposes. We can even say that 
part of our created purpose is to advance technology. But why, then, is there such a dark side 
to the use of technology?

Genesis 6:51

The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

?4u With this diagnosis of man’s heart, how will they ultimately use technology?

Leader: It would be helpful to have them open their Bibles to Romans 1:18-23 and explain the 
inclination of sinners to turn God’s good gifts into idols.  

1.  You might want to look up Psalm 14:1-3 and Jeremiah 17:9. 
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You will also want to mention that Satan will always pervert the good things of God.

There’s a trifecta at work here:  the world, the flesh, and the devil working together to corrupt 
and defile God’s creation.  Cf. Romans 8:22.

?4u What are some of the ways that you have seen technology used for sinful purposes?

Leader: Depending on the intimacy of the group, you may want to ask this in a direct and 
personal way.  

Let’s think about the ground we have covered. Technology is not the problem. The problem is the 
heart. But we still need to figure out how we are going to view the technological revolution. Consider 
how John Calvin tells us to view all of creation:

“For as the aged, or those whose sight is defective, when any book however fair, is set before them, 
though they perceive that there is something written are scarcely able to make out two consecutive 
words, but, when aided by glasses, begin to read distinctly, so Scripture, gathering together the 
impressions of Deity, which, till then, lay confused in our minds, dissipates the darkness, and shows 
us the true God clearly.”1

I realize that Calvin is a tough read, but we are Reformed and it’s good to mention his name every so 
often . The gist of Calvin’s remarks is timely and helpful. If we are to have a right view of any part 
of God’s creation, we need to view it through the lens of Scripture. That means that believers not only 
read Scripture, but Scripture is what we read the world with.

Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; 
     fools despise wisdom and instruction.

If we want to think rightly, where is our starting point?

Leader: The main exhortation at this point is that we must subject our thinking about 
technology (and everything) to the Lord. And we do that by bringing our thoughts into 
conformity with God’s Word.  Cf. Romans 12:2. That’s where right thinking begins and 
ends.

1.  Calvin, J. (1997). Institutes of the Christian religion. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.
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James 1:17
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.

Technology and the digital revolution is a good gift from God. TRUFAX… like all of creation it will 
be perverted by the Devil and our sinful nature, but good it is. It is our responsibility to put it to good 
use. Our best response will be to view it from a biblical point of view. And…

Colossians 3:17
And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through Him.  

TBC… in the next lesson, where we will start to look at some specifics.
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Lesson 3 – Connected or Disconnected?
Living Relationally in a Digital World

Facebook was founded by Mark Zuckerberg in 2004. It was created to be a way for students at 
Harvard to stay connected. It has expanded a bit. (Can you say “massive understatement?”) Presently 
there are over one billion users on Facebook, making it the world’s largest social networking site. To 
put that in perspective, that’s over 1/10th of the world’s population. And they are all connected 
through a single, electronic platform.

There is simply nothing in human history to compare this to. With such astronomical numbers, we 
can easily draw the conclusion that that is a lot of socializing—and communicating—and 
connectedness. But has this served to enhance our relationships or diminish them? Has all of the 
instant access through email, texting, Twitter and Facebook strengthened the bonds we have with our 
friends and family members or weakened them? I guess the jury is still out on that, but time will 
certainly tell.

But the appeal of these sites is perfectly understandable. People want and need relationships. God has 
made us that way. That’s one of the practical implications of the doctrine of the Trinity. Let’s review 
that doctrine by reading the Heidelberg Catechism: Question & Answer 25:

Question 25: Since there is but one God; why do you speak of three: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?
Answer 25: Because that is how God has revealed Himself in His Word: these three distinct persons 

are one, true, eternal God.

Leader: You may want to take an opportunity to review the doctrine of the Trinity. It is 
obviously an essential doctrine of historic Christianity and it is important to make sure 
our young people understand why. It will also help lay the groundwork for our 
application.

Throughout eternity, the three persons of the Godhead have enjoyed glorious fellowship and 
communion in the bond of a perfect, love relationship. Because we are created in the image of God, 
we necessarily have a longing to be in meaningful relationships. He made us that way: first, to be in a 
relationship with Him; then, to be in relationships with each other. That’s just a part of our wiring and 
the reason that our family and friends are so important to us.  

?4u Do Facebook, email, Twitter and texting work for or against our relationships?
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?4u How do they help and how do they hinder?   

Leader: This is to get them thinking about these things. Sometimes we can get so busy 
doing what we can do that we forget to ask if we should do it. Here’s a statistic that will 
help make that point.

In 2010, Oxygen Media and Lightspeed Research surveyed women between the ages of 
18-34 and discovered:

 34% of young women start their morning by checking Facebook, even before brushing 
their teeth or going to the bathroom.

 21% of women ages 18-34 check Facebook in the middle of the night
 A full 39% of them proclaim themselves Facebook addicts
 More than half of young women (57%) say they talk to people online more than face to 

face.

II John 12
Though I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and ink. Instead I hope to 

come to you and talk face to face, so that our joy may be complete.

?4u Did John have more he wanted to communicate to the church?

?4u Why didn’t he simply write a longer letter?

Leader: You may want to point out that “paper and ink” represented the latest technology 
of John’s day. Clearly John had more that he wanted to cover with the church, but he 
recognized that there are some limits to the most up-to-date technology. Instead, John 
wants to minister to God’s people “face to face.”

Naturally, John didn’t think that writing letters was wrong. It was an important means of 
communication that God is pleased to be a part of His Word. And yet, John tells the 
church that there are things he needs to communicate to them and it is best done in 
person. Cf. III John 13-14, Romans 1:11-12, 15:24, I Corinthians 16:5-7, Philemon 20-
22, Ephesians 6:21-22.

?4u Why is it special to relate to people face to face?
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??4u What are some of the things you would only want to communicate face to face?

Proverbs 15:28
The heart of the righteous ponders how to answer,

but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things.

This is one of those verses that preachers love. It is packed with wonderful and helpful truths. But let 
me give you a three-point summary:  

1. Hold your tongue.
2. Think before you speak.
3. Choose your words carefully.

That’s how God’s people are supposed to communicate.  We are to speak with a genuine 
thoughtfulness.  IOW… if we haven’t engaged our minds, we shouldn’t be engaging our lips.  

?4u Can we follow those guidelines with a really short text message?  

Leader: Mention the prominence of emoticons. Why are they necessary? Because we 
recognize the danger that our words might be misconstrued.

Proverbs 18:21:
Death and life are in the power of the tongue,

and those who love it will eat its fruits.

Psalm 141:3
Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth;

keep watch over the door of my lips! 

Your words are important and can be a profound source of encouragement or discouragement to those 
with whom you have a relationship.  

?4u Do we minimize the significance of our words when we constantly use acronyms to convey 
our point?
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?4u Do we minimize the significance of our words when we post the most trivial things on 
Facebook?

?4u Do we spend so much time being electronically connected that it takes up our time that might 
otherwise be used for face-to-face relationships?

I mentioned that the reason that we long for relationships is that that is the way God has made us. He 
is a relational God and His image bearers are relational beings. Prayerfully consider the blessing of 
these two passages.

I John 3:2
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but 

we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

Revelation 22:1-4
1And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb. 
2In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore 

twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations. 

3And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and 
His servants shall serve Him. 

4They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.

Think about what Jesus did so that you could live with Him eternally and see His face. It gives 
perspective to the value of face-to-face relationships over those we have on Facebook.
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Lesson 4 – PLOS - Parents Looking Over Shoulder - 
Is Anyone?

You know, when I was your age I had to walk to school 5 miles. It was uphill in both directions.  
There was always more than a foot of snow on the ground. And my shoes always had holes in them.

Not really. I’m from Virginia and we didn’t get much snow. I took the bus to school until I was 
sixteen and then I drove. As for shoes, I wore Adidas Superstars and Sperry Top-Siders—still do.  

Nonetheless, I suspect that what I am about to say might confirm my GOM… status. The acronym 
“PLOS” really bugs me. I mean really, really bugs me. Accountability to one another, and especially 
to those whom God has put in authority over us, is a basic spiritual discipline. And that’s exactly what 
the acronym “PLOS” seems to boast in—no accountability.

Let me begin with some TRUFAX… Things were the same for my generation (and your parents’) as 
they are for you. And things were radically different for my generation than they are for you. 
Confused yet?

Let me explain. People have been sinners since Adam rebelled against God in the Garden of Eden.  
That was true of Abraham’s generation, King David’s generation, the Apostle Paul’s generation, my 
generation and yours. We are all the same—sinners.  

But the Devil is crafty and will use everything within his means to entice us to sin. He wants to 
shipwreck our faith and cripple our effectiveness in serving the Lord. This is where we see a profound 
difference in the challenges that your generation will face. Technology provides the enemy of our 
soul avenues to attack us that didn’t exist 20 years ago. That means for all the potential benefits that 
technology offers us, there are also new dangers. One of the greatest dangers associated with the 
digital revolution is the lack of accountability.  

Let’s take a look at several passages.

I Thessalonians 5:11 
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

Colossians 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 
to God. 
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Galatians 6:1-2
1Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him 

in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 
2Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Hebrews 3:13
But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be 

hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

Hebrews 10:23-25
23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 

faithful. 
24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 

all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

James 5:16
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 

healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.

Can you see a pattern emerge? Biblical discipleship involves intimate accountability to one another.  
Sometimes that takes the form of encouragement. Other times it involves a word of correction or 
confession. But all of these verses share the theme of intimate accountability.

?4u Why is accountability so important?

Leader: The answer is in all of these verses. Consider some of the various ways they speak 
to accountability and draw it to their attention. It is important to convey to them that 
accountability isn’t something conceived by parents to keep a close eye on their kids. It is 
a biblical principle that is important for our spiritual nurture.

You may want to share some ways you are accountable. For example, my wife has access 
to all of my electronic accounts. She can see every website I visit, every email I send, every 
call I make, etc. If you let them know that you are accountable to someone it will model 
godliness for them and help make the point. 

I really do hate to say, “when I was your age,” but it is the only way I can think of to make my point.  
When I was your age , we had only one phone in the house. It was located in the kitchen and my 
mom almost always answered it.  That meant that she always knew who I was talking to (and it 
allowed the rest of the family to eavesdrop as well). If I made a friend at camp, the only way I could 
stay in contact was through snail mail. And again, since I would always ask my mom for a stamp, she 
knew exactly who I was writing to. 
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In the small town I grew up in, there was only one store that sold pornography. If you chose to engage 
in that sin you had to go to that store. And of course that meant that you ran the risk of someone 
seeing you.  

This is why I said that things were the same for my generation as they are for you. And they are 
radically different. They are the same in the sense that our hearts are sinful and can lead us in the 
wrong direction. They are different because my generation had “built-in” accountability that doesn’t 
exist in the digital world. And that means you have to purposefully seek out accountability and make 
sure it is in place.

?4u What are some areas where you see the need for increased accountability.  

Leader: Remember that you are getting into some really personal and sensitive areas so tread 
with a bit of caution.  

?4u What technology presents you the most danger?

?4u In addition to your parents, who could you be accountable to?

Leader: Stress that the authority that God has given parents over their children is not to 
control them, but a chief source of protection. They are God’s built-in accountability for 
them.

Also direct them to the church. Make sure they know that the pastor and elders love them 
and want to encourage and nurture them in their walk with the Lord.

Challenge them to find a godly friend who can be an accountability partner. 
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Proverbs 12:26
The righteous should choose his friends carefully, 

For the way of the wicked leads them astray.

Proverbs 13:20
He who walks with wise men will be wise, 

But the companion of fools will be destroyed.

Proverbs 17:17:
A friend loves at all times, 

And a brother is born for adversity.

?4u Do you have wise friends who will strengthen you in the Lord?

Perhaps the greatest level of accountability comes from knowing that God is always with us and sees 
everything we do.

Hebrews 4:13
And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to 

whom we must give account. 

Leader: You may want to have them open their Bibles to Psalm 139:7-12. It makes the 
same point, but in a more encouraging way. It is a great blessing that God is always with 
us and the watchful eye of our Heavenly Father is always upon us.

You may want to pray and ask God to give you an increased awareness and joy that He is ever present 
with you.  
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Lesson 5 – GIGO - Garbage in, garbage out

I hate to admit this, but my first computer was about 3 times more expensive than my first car. That’s 
because in the late ‘80’s, only the serious computer hobbyist had one in their home. But even back 
then, we were using the acronym “GIGO – garbage in, garbage out,” and it meant the same thing then 
as it does now. If you program the computer with corrupt data, you will get corrupt output.

The digital revolution touches every part of our lives. That means it affects our hearts. The simple 
GIGO principle applies.  

Romans 12:2
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

When I consider technology and the way it will intersect with your lives, I do believe that TPAE. But 
alongside these amazing opportunities, we have to cultivate new disciplines that will enable us to use 
the digital world for God’s glory.  

We must never let our guard down. Instead, we need to “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (I Peter 5:8).  
He will use technology to oppose Christ, and you, if you are careless.  

?4u In what ways has this study encouraged you to think differently about technology?

Leader: In this final lesson, it would be great to get them to participate as much as 
possible.  That tells you that they are thinking about these things.  It also gives you some 
ways you can pray for them.

I read on Wikipedia (go figure) that GIGO has taken on a new meaning: Garbage in, gospel out.  
What that means is that folks just take for granted that the things they encounter in the digital world 
are true.  

You are a child of God and your heart is too valuable for that mindset. So I want to suggest a brand 
new meaning for GIGO: gospel in, gospel out. Recognize the need to guard your heart. Decide that 
you are going to put a filter in place that will prevent you from receiving garbage in your heart.  
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Proverbs 4:23
Keep your heart with all vigilance, 

for from it flow the springs of life.

Proverbs 23:19
Hear, my son, and be wise, 

and direct your heart in the way. 

Because technology will increasingly impact every sphere of our lives, a study like this could go on 
forever. But I want to give a final, guiding principle to take with you.  One that will help you guard 
your heart.    

Philippians 4:8
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

?4u Does your internet usage, cell phone usage, text messaging, emailing, twittering, and 
Facebooking meet this standard?

Leader: The opportunities for application are almost limitless. Each word can be brought to 
bear on various aspects of technology.  
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Preface

IYWW WTP of this lesson, it’s about technology. IOW it’s about that thing that intersects with just 
about every part of your life. As a pastor, brother in the Lord, and recovering technophile, I think we 
NTT. IMHO the church has been MIA on some of these issues. Or worse yet, when someone brings 
up the topic of godly living in the digital age you get that look of LONH. WUWT?

?4U… SWDYT about technology? ISTM that for YNG people TPAE. And there’s no doubt we need 
to TTL for the amazing opportunities that technology offers. But with these opportunities, we need to 
ask WDIM to me as a follower of Christ. IOW we need to TAI from a biblical point of view. We need 
to BAO this TRUFAX: What God creates for His glory, Satan will seek to destroy and corrupt.  That 
includes technology.  

Please don’t think I am just some GOM who needs to take a class from the AAAAA.  (Although that 
may be true.) I have had a love/hate relationship with technology since the ‘80’s. Sometimes I love it, 
and sometimes it tests my sanctification. But only recently have I been thinking about the intersection 
between technology and living for Christ.  

So, IYDMMA… Have you given much thought to ways you can use technology for God’s glory 
while avoiding Satan’s schemes?  TBH, NDI. That’s why preparing this study has been a great 
blessing for me. It is my prayer that God will use it to be a blessing for you.  

Pastor Chip Byrd

HTH – (HOPE THIS HELPS those who are technologically challenged)1

IYWW – If you were wondering TPAE – The possibilities are endless
WTP – What’s the point TTL – Thank the Lord
IOW – In other words WDIM – What does it mean
NTT – Need to talk IOW – In other words
IMHO – In my humble opinion TAI – Think about it
MIA – Missing in action BAO – Be aware of
LONH – Lights on, nobody home TRUFAX – True fact
WUWT – What’s up with that GOM – Grumpy old man
?4U – Question for You AAAAA – American Association Against Acronym

Abuse
SWDYT – So what do you think? IYDMMA – If you don't mind me asking
ISTM – It seems to me TBH – To be honest
YNG – Young NDI – Neither did I
TBC – To be continued

1. All of these acronyms were found online at “Internetslang” or the “Internet Slang Dictionary & Translator.”  I didn’t make them
up .
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Introduction

Before we jump into our lessons, I thought it would be helpful to map out our course:

Lesson 1:  I want to share a story with you that helps us see the amazing speed with which technology 
is advancing.  

Lesson 2:  I am going to provide you with some statistics that demonstrate some ways that 
technology and our connectedness are affecting our culture. Then we will develop a basic Christian 
response.

Lesson 3:  Connected or disconnected?  Living relationally in a digital world. 

Lesson 4:  PLOS – Parents looking over shoulder.  Is anyone?  

Lesson 5:  GIGO – Garbage in, garbage out.

With each of these sections there will be questions to consider.
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Lesson 1 – A Story

I had a friend who went to be with the Lord a couple years ago. Her name was Gussie. She was born 
in Grand Rapids, MI, in 1913 (yep, a hundred years ago). Sometimes when I visited this dear saint, 
she would show me her wonderful old photographs. One of my favorites was of her going to church 
as a little girl—in a horse drawn carriage. 

I marvel at the things she saw and experienced in a single lifetime. She witnessed advances in 
medicine, travel, science, energy and culture that are hard to fathom. At one end of her life there were 
folks who traveled to church by a horse drawn carriage; at the other end of her life they went by 
electric cars.    

One of the areas where she saw the most dramatic change is in communications. The year that Gussie 
was born (1913), there was no telephone line connecting the two coasts of our nation. That means 
there was no way for a person in Washington to call someone in San Francisco. That connection 
couldn’t be made until 1915.  

The first transatlantic phone call between New York and London wouldn’t take place until my friend 
was 14 (1927). And there were no friends and family calling plans. If you wanted to make a call to 
Europe later in 1927, it would have cost you about $375 a minute. Gulp!  

And here’s an interesting tidbit. In 1929, when my friend turned 16, the President of the United States 
got his first telephone installed at his desk.  Let… that… sink… in… She was 16 when the President 
received the first telephone installed at his desk.

Hmmm… 

My guess would be that most of the 16 year olds reading this don’t have a phone at their desk.  
BECAUSE THEY ALWAYS HAVE THEIR PHONE WITHIN AN ARM’S REACH!  There may 
even be some who would feel uncomfortable if they are too far from their phone.

Don’t mistake what I am saying. I think phones and technology are great. But our technology has 
advanced at mindboggling speeds. In the early ‘90’s, very few people were on the internet, and only 
the wealthiest people had a mobile phone. Now technology is everywhere and everyone has a 
cellphone.  

Assignment:  Let’s see if I am right. If there is someone in your youth group with a phone, have them 
take a picture of your group and email it to me at pastor@rpcholland.com. (If it’s good enough 
perhaps I can convince Ed DeGraaf to put it up on the RYS website.)

Assuming that someone was able to carry out the assignment, my first response is… HOW COOL IS 
THAT?
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But it also tells us a lot about the kind of technology we have at our disposal:  

 Someone has a phone. That means you are connected to about 6 billion people on planet earth 
(that’s an estimate of worldwide phone usage).

 Someone has a camera on their phone (and probably a video recorder). That means you can 
capture virtually any experience and share it in real-time.

 If you can email me on your phone it would mean that you have a texting plan and a data plan. 
So you have access to the internet. That’s virtual access to a seemingly infinite amount of 
information. TPAE (see page 1 )

Even though I am a GOM… I have tried to adapt to technology. On the other hand, you haven’t. You 
didn’t have to. No adaptation was necessary because technology is simply the air you breathe. You 
were born into a generation where technology and electronic connectedness is the day-to-day norm.  
For folks from my generation—not so much. Some of the things that your parents read about in 
science fiction novels are a part of your reality.  

So what do we do?

TAKE A BREATH!

In the next lesson I will begin to lay out a Christian response to technology. But can we first 
acknowledge that if technology were rain, then what we have experienced in the past 15 years is a 
torrential downpour? We have been flooded with new devices and abilities to communicate and 
connect to each other that are unprecedented in human history. What we haven’t had is the time to 
think about the various ways that all these things impact our walk with the Lord. And a Bible-
believing Christian shouldn’t wholeheartedly accept every technological innovation without thinking 
about the implications. So let’s take a breath.  

As we progress in this study we will find that the book of Proverbs is our friend. Proverbs was written 
to teach God’s covenant people how to live wisely. More to the point, Proverbs teaches us how to live 
“skillfully” (Think: “that guy’s got mad skills”) as the people of God. So let’s see what it says about 
pausing, taking a breath, and thinking carefully before we proceed:

Proverbs 19:2
Desire without knowledge is not good, 
     and whoever makes haste with his feet misses his way.

Proverbs 14:15-16
15The simple believes everything, 
     but the prudent gives thought to his steps. 
16One who is wise is cautious and turns away from evil, 
     but a fool is reckless and careless.
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?4u How does your view of technology and connectedness differ from your parents?

?4u Why do you think your view is so different?

?4u If you see a piece of technology that looks really cool, what are some of the things you should 
consider?

?4u Have there been times when you were using technology and you found yourself somewhere 
you didn’t want to be?

I Corinthians 10:31
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

?4u How does I Corinthians 10:31 tell us we should use our technology?
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Lesson 2 – Some Statistics and a Basic Christian 
Response to Technology

 
In the previous lesson, we learned that technological innovations have outpaced our ability to think 
through their use from a Christian perspective. I suggested that we take a breath, pause, and decide 
that we are going to use technology for God’s glory. But what does that look like? What is a Christian 
response to technology? Let’s take a look at some statistics1, and then we will begin to answer that 
question.

 90% of young people between the ages of 5 and 18 are online every day.
 55% of all teenagers have a social networking page.
 58% of 12 year olds have a cell phone.
 On average, teenagers will send or receive over 2,000 text messages a month.
 According to the Attorney General’s Commission on Pornography, internet porn sites are 

visited by 12 to 17 year olds more than any other age group.
 50% of teenagers have received threatening text messages, while only 10% of them told their 

parents.
 Almost 50% of teenagers admit to using the internet to cheat on exams, with 35% using a 

cellphone.
 48% have stolen songs or computer games through illegal download sites.
 20% of young people are considered to be addicted to computer or video games.
 64% of teens admit to doing things online they don’t want their parents to know about.

We are in the digital age—that’s just a fact. And I suspect that historians will look back on this period 
of history and say that this digital revolution produced fantastic changes in just about every area of 
life. For the person born after 1985, the way you study, play, socialize, shop, date, find friends, 
arrange your schedule, and even apply for jobs are all connected to the use of technology. Our culture 
has changed and is changing because of the digital revolution.    

You undoubtedly noticed that I chose some statistics that remind us that there is a dark side to 
technology. Not because I want to dissuade you from using it, but because we need to be balanced 
and acknowledge danger where it exists.

There seem to be three ways that a Christian can approach the digital and technological revolution:

1) Unrestrained embrace of everything new. (IOW… Think of a lemming throwing itself off the
cliff.)

2) Unplug, disconnect, and hope it just goes away. (IOW… Think of the ostrich sticking its head
in the sand.)

1. These stats come from Professor David Murray who teaches at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.
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3) Be balanced and biblical. (OK, it’s a bit unfair to lay it out this way, but extremes drive me
crazy.)

Let me briefly suggest that options 1 and 2 are not as uncommon as you might think. There are a lot 
of professing Christians who simply follow the world’s lead. If the world goes in a particular 
direction, some of these Christians won’t be far behind. 

On the other hand, there are believers who think a rigid separation from the world and the digital 
revolution is the only way to maintain the purity of the church. This is unrealistic and fails to 
understand the purpose of God’s creation.

So what is a balanced view?

A good starting point would be to ask who created technology.

WRONG!  It was not Steve Jobs.

Genesis 1:1, 26
1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth… 
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

?4u So who created technology?

?4u What are some of the ways that technology is a benefit and how can you see yourself using it 
for God’s glory?
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?4u So God created technology, and it has many good and useful purposes. We can even say that 
part of our created purpose is to advance technology. But why, then, is there such a dark side 
to the use of technology?

Genesis 6:5
The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 

the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

?4u With this diagnosis of man’s heart, how will they ultimately use technology?

?4u What are some of the ways that you have seen technology used for sinful purposes?

Let’s think about the ground we have covered. Technology is not the problem. The problem is the 
heart. But we still need to figure out how we are going to view the technological revolution. Consider 
how John Calvin tells us to view all of creation:

“For as the aged, or those whose sight is defective, when any book however fair, is set before them, 
though they perceive that there is something written are scarcely able to make out two consecutive 
words, but, when aided by glasses, begin to read distinctly, so Scripture, gathering together the 
impressions of Deity, which, till then, lay confused in our minds, dissipates the darkness, and shows 
us the true God clearly.”1

I realize that Calvin is a tough read, but we are Reformed and it’s good to mention his name every so 
often . The gist of Calvin’s remarks is timely and helpful. If we are to have a right view of any part 
of God’s creation, we need to view it through the lens of Scripture. That means that believers not only 
read Scripture, but Scripture is what we read the world with.

1.  Calvin, J. (1997). Institutes of the Christian religion. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.
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Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; 
     fools despise wisdom and instruction.

If we want to think rightly, where is our starting point?

James 1:17
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.

Technology and the digital revolution is a good gift from God. TRUFAX… like all of creation it will 
be perverted by the Devil and our sinful nature, but good it is. It is our responsibility to put it to good 
use. Our best response will be to view it from a biblical point of view. And…

Colossians 3:17
And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through Him.  

TBC… in the next lesson, where we will start to look at some specifics.
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Lesson 3 – Connected or Disconnected?
Living Relationally in a Digital World

Facebook was founded by Mark Zuckerberg in 2004. It was created to be a way for students at 
Harvard to stay connected. It has expanded a bit. (Can you say “massive understatement?”) Presently 
there are over one billion users on Facebook, making it the world’s largest social networking site. To 
put that in perspective, that’s over 1/10th of the world’s population. And they are all connected 
through a single, electronic platform.

There is simply nothing in human history to compare this to. With such astronomical numbers, we 
can easily draw the conclusion that that is a lot of socializing—and communicating—and 
connectedness. But has this served to enhance our relationships or diminish them? Has all of the 
instant access through email, texting, Twitter and Facebook strengthened the bonds we have with our 
friends and family members or weakened them? I guess the jury is still out on that, but time will 
certainly tell.

But the appeal of these sites is perfectly understandable. People want and need relationships. God has 
made us that way. That’s one of the practical implications of the doctrine of the Trinity. Let’s review 
that doctrine by reading the Heidelberg Catechism: Question & Answer 25:

Question 25: Since there is but one God; why do you speak of three: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?
Answer 25: Because that is how God has revealed Himself in His Word: these three distinct persons 

are one, true, eternal God.

Leader: You may want to take an opportunity to review the doctrine of the Trinity. It is 
obviously an essential doctrine of historic Christianity and it is important to make sure 
our young people understand why. It will also help lay the groundwork for our 
application.

Throughout eternity, the three persons of the Godhead have enjoyed glorious fellowship and 
communion in the bond of a perfect, love relationship. Because we are created in the image of God, 
we necessarily have a longing to be in meaningful relationships. He made us that way: first, to be in a 
relationship with Him; then, to be in relationships with each other. That’s just a part of our wiring and 
the reason that our family and friends are so important to us.  

?4u Do Facebook, email, Twitter and texting work for or against our relationships?
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?4u How do they help and how do they hinder?   

II John 12
Though I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and ink. Instead I hope to 

come to you and talk face to face, so that our joy may be complete.

?4u Did John have more he wanted to communicate to the church?

?4u Why didn’t he simply write a longer letter?

?4u Why is it special to relate to people face to face?

??4u What are some of the things you would only want to communicate face to face?
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Proverbs 15:28
The heart of the righteous ponders how to answer,

but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things.

This is one of those verses that preachers love. It is packed with wonderful and helpful truths. But let 
me give you a three-point summary:  

1. Hold your tongue.
2. Think before you speak.
3. Choose your words carefully.

That’s how God’s people are supposed to communicate.  We are to speak with a genuine 
thoughtfulness.  IOW… if we haven’t engaged our minds, we shouldn’t be engaging our lips.  

?4u Can we follow those guidelines with a really short text message?  

Proverbs 18:21:
Death and life are in the power of the tongue,

and those who love it will eat its fruits.

Psalm 141:3
Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth;

keep watch over the door of my lips! 

Your words are important and can be a profound source of encouragement or discouragement to those 
with whom you have a relationship.  

?4u Do we minimize the significance of our words when we constantly use acronyms to convey 
our point?
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?4u Do we minimize the significance of our words when we post the most trivial things on 
Facebook?

?4u Do we spend so much time being electronically connected that it takes up our time that might 
otherwise be used for face-to-face relationships?

I mentioned that the reason that we long for relationships is that that is the way God has made us. He 
is a relational God and His image bearers are relational beings. Prayerfully consider the blessing of 
these two passages.

I John 3:2
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but 

we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

Revelation 22:1-4
1And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb. 
2In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore 

twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations. 

3And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and 
His servants shall serve Him. 

4They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.

Think about what Jesus did so that you could live with Him eternally and see His face. It gives 
perspective to the value of face-to-face relationships over those we have on Facebook.
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Lesson 4 – PLOS - Parents Looking Over Shoulder - 
Is Anyone?

You know, when I was your age I had to walk to school 5 miles. It was uphill in both directions.  
There was always more than a foot of snow on the ground. And my shoes always had holes in them.

Not really. I’m from Virginia and we didn’t get much snow. I took the bus to school until I was 
sixteen and then I drove. As for shoes, I wore Adidas Superstars and Sperry Top-Siders—still do.  

Nonetheless, I suspect that what I am about to say might confirm my GOM… status. The acronym 
“PLOS” really bugs me. I mean really, really bugs me. Accountability to one another, and especially 
to those whom God has put in authority over us, is a basic spiritual discipline. And that’s exactly what 
the acronym “PLOS” seems to boast in—no accountability.

Let me begin with some TRUFAX… Things were the same for my generation (and your parents’) as 
they are for you. And things were radically different for my generation than they are for you. 
Confused yet?

Let me explain. People have been sinners since Adam rebelled against God in the Garden of Eden.  
That was true of Abraham’s generation, King David’s generation, the Apostle Paul’s generation, my 
generation and yours. We are all the same—sinners.  

But the Devil is crafty and will use everything within his means to entice us to sin. He wants to 
shipwreck our faith and cripple our effectiveness in serving the Lord. This is where we see a profound 
difference in the challenges that your generation will face. Technology provides the enemy of our 
soul avenues to attack us that didn’t exist 20 years ago. That means for all the potential benefits that 
technology offers us, there are also new dangers. One of the greatest dangers associated with the 
digital revolution is the lack of accountability.  

Let’s take a look at several passages.

I Thessalonians 5:11 
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

Colossians 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 
to God. 
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Galatians 6:1-2
1Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him 

in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 
2Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Hebrews 3:13
But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be 

hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

Hebrews 10:23-25
23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 

faithful. 
24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 

all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

James 5:16
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 

healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.

Can you see a pattern emerge? Biblical discipleship involves intimate accountability to one another.  
Sometimes that takes the form of encouragement. Other times it involves a word of correction or 
confession. But all of these verses share the theme of intimate accountability.

?4u Why is accountability so important?

I really do hate to say, “when I was your age,” but it is the only way I can think of to make my point.  
When I was your age , we had only one phone in the house. It was located in the kitchen and my 
mom almost always answered it.  That meant that she always knew who I was talking to (and it 
allowed the rest of the family to eavesdrop as well). If I made a friend at camp, the only way I could 
stay in contact was through snail mail. And again, since I would always ask my mom for a stamp, she 
knew exactly who I was writing to. 

In the small town I grew up in, there was only one store that sold pornography. If you chose to engage 
in that sin you had to go to that store. And of course that meant that you ran the risk of someone 
seeing you.  
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This is why I said that things were the same for my generation as they are for you. And they are 
radically different. They are the same in the sense that our hearts are sinful and can lead us in the 
wrong direction. They are different because my generation had “built-in” accountability that doesn’t 
exist in the digital world. And that means you have to purposefully seek out accountability and make 
sure it is in place.

?4u What are some areas where you see the need for increased accountability.  

?4u What technology presents you the most danger?

?4u In addition to your parents, who could you be accountable to?

Proverbs 12:26
The righteous should choose his friends carefully, 

For the way of the wicked leads them astray.

Proverbs 13:20
He who walks with wise men will be wise, 

But the companion of fools will be destroyed.

Proverbs 17:17:
A friend loves at all times, 

And a brother is born for adversity.
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?4u Do you have wise friends who will strengthen you in the Lord?

Perhaps the greatest level of accountability comes from knowing that God is always with us and sees 
everything we do.

Hebrews 4:13
And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to 

whom we must give account. 

You may want to pray and ask God to give you an increased awareness and joy that He is ever present 
with you.  
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Lesson 5 – GIGO - Garbage in, garbage out

I hate to admit this, but my first computer was about 3 times more expensive than my first car. That’s 
because in the late ‘80’s, only the serious computer hobbyist had one in their home. But even back 
then, we were using the acronym “GIGO – garbage in, garbage out,” and it meant the same thing then 
as it does now. If you program the computer with corrupt data, you will get corrupt output.

The digital revolution touches every part of our lives. That means it affects our hearts. The simple 
GIGO principle applies.  

Romans 12:2
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

When I consider technology and the way it will intersect with your lives, I do believe that TPAE. But 
alongside these amazing opportunities, we have to cultivate new disciplines that will enable us to use 
the digital world for God’s glory.  

We must never let our guard down. Instead, we need to “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (I Peter 5:8).  
He will use technology to oppose Christ, and you, if you are careless.  

?4u In what ways has this study encouraged you to think differently about technology?

I read on Wikipedia (go figure) that GIGO has taken on a new meaning: Garbage in, gospel out.  
What that means is that folks just take for granted that the things they encounter in the digital world 
are true.  

You are a child of God and your heart is too valuable for that mindset. So I want to suggest a brand 
new meaning for GIGO: gospel in, gospel out. Recognize the need to guard your heart. Decide that 
you are going to put a filter in place that will prevent you from receiving garbage in your heart.  
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Proverbs 4:23
Keep your heart with all vigilance, 

for from it flow the springs of life.

Proverbs 23:19
Hear, my son, and be wise, 

and direct your heart in the way. 

Because technology will increasingly impact every sphere of our lives, a study like this could go on 
forever. But I want to give a final, guiding principle to take with you.  One that will help you guard 
your heart.    

Philippians 4:8
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

?4u Does your internet usage, cell phone usage, text messaging, emailing, twittering, and 
Facebooking meet this standard?
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