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Introduction

“So, what are your plans after high school?” I remember getting that question all too often. “Plans? 
What plans?” I thought to myself. “I’m supposed to have plans? What if I don’t know what my plans 
are? Is that ok? Should I? Am I already too late? Is my future cursed?” So many questions, all because 
of the question.

Now I catch myself asking the same thing of the young people in my church or at RYS conventions. 
“So, what are your plans after graduation?” Of course, the target audience is usually seniors, 
sometimes juniors. Freshman and sophomores usually get a free pass. They have their own issues. 
Yet even they can be thinking future thoughts.

In my experience, high schoolers are all over the map when it comes to planning and preparing for the 
future.  

Some of you already have a pretty good idea what you want to do and where or if you want to attend 
college. Others haven’t the foggiest idea. And many are caught in the middle, somewhere between 
confidence and ambivalence. You have some ideas, but are waiting to see how things work out. Or 
maybe you think you know, but you don’t know for sure, or you don’t know what questions you 
should be asking.

Consider this lesson material a sort of spiritual guidance counselor. Here, as in Scripture, you will 
find no direct revelations or specific answers. I’m not going to tell you whether to be a builder, a 
baker, or a candle stick maker. It’s beyond my ability to tell if whether or not college is in your future, 
and if so, which one. But I want to give you tools. And I want you to begin asking the right questions.  

My hope and prayer is that this material will help you in your pursuit of God’s direction for your life. 
Remember that your parents, youth leaders, teachers, and pastors have been in your shoes (some of us 
longer ago than others). Many of us can remember the question about future plans from people who 
were simply interested in our lives.

For some of us, it scared us. For others, it helped us in the process. And probably for most, the plans 
we made turned out much differently than we could have imagined then. “Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he 
will make straight your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).
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Chapter 1: Introduction 

1. Opening exercise. Raise your hand if the following is most true of you:

❑ you know what you want to do with your life (college, career)
❑ you have some idea, but need some more time to think
❑ you have absolutely no clue 

Discuss.

Leaders: the purpose of this opening exercise is to take inventory of your students. Try to get 
them to open up about their future plans. Get a feel for the group as a whole. Remember that 
some of them haven’t even thought about these things, while others think about them every 
single day.

2. What excites you most about the next five years? What is most scary?

Leaders: answers will vary. Don’t be afraid to talk about your journey.

3. Is making decisions about college and career easy or hard? Why?

Leaders: answers will depend on the student. Some of them will have a pretty good idea of 
what they want to do, where to attend college, whether to go to college, etc. Others, however, 
will feel totally overwhelmed. 

4. God is sovereign over all things, including your future. How does that encourage you?

Leaders: drive home the Biblical truth that God is totally aware of every detail of our lives, 
including our futures. Encourage them by sharing your stories of God’s faithfulness, even 
when you couldn’t see at the time how things were going to turn out. They need to see that 
your doctrine of sovereignty is more than just theoretical!



After High School, Then What? Leader’s Guide — Page 3

5. Look up the following passages and discuss what they say about your future: 

a. Genesis 50:20 

b. Psalm 37:4

c. Proverbs 16:1-3

d. Matthew 6:25-34

e. Romans 8:28 

Leaders: all of these verses speak about the absolute sovereignty of God, and His promise to 
take care of His children.

6. What are some of the most important questions to ask when it comes to making decisions about 
college and career?

Leaders: help them begin to ask the right questions. The goal of these lessons is not 
necessarily to give concrete answers (you must go here; you have to do this…), but to get the 
kids to be asking the right questions about college and career.

Leaders: some questions might include:
What am I interested in doing?
What am I good at?
What do my parents think? Other mentors?
What would good stewardship look like when it comes to college?
What is the goal of the Christian life?
Does God’s Word have anything to say?

7. How do you discover God’s will for your life?  

Leaders: we’re going to try to unpack that question in the next couple of chapters. The goal at 
the end of this lesson is to encourage them to articulate their ideas about this subject.
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Chapter 2: Understanding God’s Will 

“What is God’s will for my life?” This was the question that hovered over me like a dark cloud. 
Everywhere I went, it went with me. It even kept me up at night.

I was a sophomore in college and didn’t have a clue what God wanted me to do with my life. I knew 
He knew. The problem was that I didn’t, and I didn’t know how to find out.

“Wouldn’t it be nice if God emailed me,” I thought. It would make things so much easier. It would 
put an end to all this worrying and fretting and stressing. “I wish God would just speak to me with an 
audible voice,” I mused. “Then I could get to work and begin living my life with focus.”

Have you ever felt the way I did? Maybe you’re feeling that way right now. Yes, God is sovereign. 
What a wonderful truth! Yet that doesn’t make decision-making easier. That He has a plan for me 
isn’t the issue. It’s the fact that I don’t know what it is, or how to find it.

In this lesson we’re going to unpack what we mean by “God’s will.” Finding God’s will is something 
you’ve been told you need to do. But has anyone ever told you what that even means, what that looks 
like, and if that’s even possible?

It is very important to understand what we mean by God’s will, and what we don’t mean. The Bible 
speaks about God’s will in two ways: God’s will of decree and God’s will of desire.

God’s Will of Decree 

1. According to the Westminster Confession, “God from all eternity did by the most and holy 
counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass.” What does 
this mean in your own words?

Leaders: God has a plan!

2. Look up Psalm 139:13-16 and discuss what you think it teaches about God’s will of decree.

Leaders: this is a truly remarkable and beautiful portion of Scripture. God has intricately and 
meticulously and purposefully and carefully woven us. He has a purpose for our lives. All our 
days have been fashioned by Him! Make sure the students see your joy in talking about the 
sovereignty of God. What difference has it made in your life, to know that all your days and 
words have been established by your Heavenly Father?
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3. Can we know God’s will of decree ahead of time? Why or why not?

Leaders: we cannot know God’s will of decree ahead of time, because we cannot know the 
future!

God’s Will of Desire 

4. God’s will of desire are those exhortations which God has plainly revealed in Scripture for our 
lives. Can you think of any examples of God’s will of desire?

Leaders: holiness, purity, love, joy, patience, etc.

5. Look up the following passages and discuss what God’s will is for your life: 

a. 1 Thessalonians 4:3

b. Ephesians 4:25-32

c. Ephesians 5:3-4

d. 1 Peter 1:13-16

e. Matthew 5:43-48

Leaders: get your students to see that we can know God’s will for our lives as it relates to 
God’s will of desire! Encourage them to be focused on what they do know (God’s will of 
desire) instead of what they can’t know (God’s will of decree).

6. Do you think we spend more time pursuing God’s will of desire or God’s will of decree? Why?

Leaders: especially for those students who are struggling to make decisions about the future, 
they can often neglect the plain teaching of Scripture as they try to discover God’s will for 
their futures.
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Chapter 3: Discovering God’s Will 

In our last lesson we spent some time unpacking what we even mean by God’s will. His will of decree 
is His eternal, unchangeable, and unknowable (before) plan for all things, including our futures. 
Whereas God’s will of desire are those revealed things (Deut. 29:29) which we know and ought to 
pursue that have been written down in Scripture. 

Kevin De Young, in his book, Just Do Something, makes the compelling argument that when it comes 
to finding God’s will for our lives, we end up creating a third category. The only problem is that it 
doesn’t actually exist.  He calls it “God’s will of direction.”

What is God’s will for my life? How can we know? Do we have to take Gideon’s approach and lay 
down a fleece? Is there a hidden code somewhere in Scripture with the answer? Does God reveal it 
when we pray hard enough?

In reality, what we mean by “God’s will of direction” is that we want to know His will of decree 
before it comes to pass.

In this lesson we’re going to explore some practical steps to take in trying to make decisions about the 
future.  Do we just let go and let God? What is the relationship between His sovereignty and our 
responsibility? Which questions should I be asking? Is there a way to discover God’s will for my life?  

1. Should we pray about decisions like whether to buy a Ford or a Honda? A car or a truck? Blue or 
green?  Discuss.

Leaders: every decision is “prayer worthy.” Yet does God really care about the color of our 
car, provided that both cars under consideration are equal (cost, etc.)? We need to be careful 
not to “over spiritualize” things by looking for things in the Bible that are not there.

2. Where does wisdom come into play when making decisions?

Leaders: He calls us to use wisdom in making God-glorifying decisions. If all the answers 
were in the Bible to all of life’s questions, wisdom would no longer be needed. God receives 
glory when we seek to make wise decisions.
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3. Read Proverbs 26:4-5. How do we know which decision is right?

Leaders: the right application all depends on the context! This is where wisdom comes into 
play.

4. God doesn’t tell you where to work or where to go to college. Evaluate.

Leaders: as much as we’d like to, we can’t turn to the Bible and find a verse that says, “You 
must be a pilot,” or “You have to go to a community college.” Yet the Bible is full of 
principles that help us make decisions.

5. My professor in college used to say, “Go until God stops you!” What do you think He meant?

Leaders: my professor was trying to convey the idea that we can pursue something as long as 
God doesn’t stop it. How does He stop it? Sometimes through providence, but also through 
His will of desire. For example, I might want to be a bank robber. But clearly, God has 
already stopped that idea in the commandment, “Thou shall not steal.”

6. What is the relationship between God’s will and your desires? Between His plan and your gifts?

Leaders: as we’ll explore in the next lesson, God’s will is often that we would use our gifts for 
Him.
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Chapter 4: Making Decisions about Calling 

Back to my story. The pursuit of God’s will for my life as it related to vocation was controlling me. I 
wanted answers, and I wanted them immediately!

God’s answer came in the most unexpected, yet simple of ways. No fleeces. No voice. No email. It 
came in the form of a friend.

One evening, while venting my frustrations, he asked me this straightforward question: “What do you 
enjoy doing?” This was one of my best friends, whom I respected and trusted. Yet my first response 
was, “That’s not my struggle. It’s not about what I want. It’s about what God wants.” To which my 
friend wisely replied, “But what if that’s the same thing?”  

“Do you mean that God might want me to do what I would like to do and would be good at doing?” 
Yes! That was my breakthrough moment. I know, kind of silly. Really obvious, you’re probably 
thinking. Yet what if that’s your roadblock? What if you’re going about this process the wrong way? 
What if God has given you gifts and desires and talents and opportunities, and making decisions is 
simply about doing what you enjoy and what you’re good at, with the opportunities right in front of 
you? That’s what we’re going to examine in this lesson.

1. Vocation comes from the Latin word for “called.” Why is it important to see work first and 
foremost as a calling from God?

Leaders: work is not primarily a means to make money. Some of your students might be 
basing their futures on how much income they can make, instead of on following God’s call 
for them. Of course, this might mean that they make a lot of money. But the world tells them 
that money makes people happy.

2. Take some time as a group to discuss the relationship between giftedness and vocation.

Leaders: God often pairs our gifts with our vocation, but not always. Sometimes, in the 
providence of God, we’re called upon to follow the opportunities that are open to us. But in 
their situation, as they’re trying to make decisions about what to pursue, emphasize the 
importance of gifts, interests, etc. when it comes to vocation.
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3. How might pursuing what you enjoy be helpful as you think about a possible career?

Leaders: work is a good thing, marred only because of sin! We’ll be working in Heaven. 
God’s desires and our delights do not have to be at odds.

4. Even though I enjoy college football, it doesn’t mean that I should pursue a career in coaching. 
Evaluate.

Leaders: if a student wants to be an artist, but nobody other than his Mom thinks he’s any 
good at it, he probably shouldn’t pursue it vocationally! Just encourage Picasso to do his 
painting on the side, as a hobby. 

5. Should everyone pursue a career? What about the high calling of a mother and homemaker?
Discuss.

Leaders: often our covenant daughters feel the “pressure” to go to college, even when they 
don’t want to. We need to be wise in how we counsel them. College isn’t necessarily for 
everyone. There is Christian liberty here.

6. What are some practical things you can do if you’re having trouble deciding what to do with your 
life?

Leaders: talk to your parents, pray, ask older friends and mentors, start serving!

7. What sorts of pressures does the culture place on you when it comes to thinking about a possible 
career?

Leaders: answers will vary, but some might include: riches, the homemaker as “second 
class,” etc. 
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8. When a shoemaker became a Christian during the time of the Reformation, he asked Martin 
Luther what he should do with his life. Luther responded, “Make a good shoe. Sell it at a fair 
price.” What do you think of Luther’s advice?

Leaders: behind the man’s question was an assumption: being a Christian must mean doing 
something in fulltime Christian ministry, i.e., pastor, missionary, etc. Luther’s reply is 
brilliant. Whatever you do, do it well, and you will be doing it “Christianly.”

9. Look up 1 Corinthians 10:31. What does it teach us about vocation?

Leaders: every vocation (assuming God hasn’t stopped you by His Word) is good in and of 
itself, insofar as it’s done unto the Lord. For example, a homemaker is doing good, Christian 
work by virtue of doing it with thankfulness and faithfulness. An electrician can do work that 
pleases God by the work he does, whether or not his company logo has an angel attached to 
it!
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Chapter 5: Making Decisions about College 

College fairs. Campus preview weekends. College brochures. “That’s where my parents went.” “It’s 
close to home.” “It’s far away.” “They have good food.” Scholarships. Free advice.

Sound familiar? If you’re a junior or a senior it probably does. How do you even know if college is 
for you? And if so, which one? What am I supposed to think about college debt? Are some better than 
others? Public or Christian? Close to home or far away? Four-year liberal arts or two-year trade 
school? Bachelors or associates? So many questions!

In this final lesson, we’re going to explore some of the most important factors to consider when 
deciding on which college to attend.

1. Raise your hand if you know where you want to attend. How did you come to that conclusion?

Leaders: see what sorts of things are affecting their decisions. Evaluate them in light of 
eternity.

2. How many of you aren’t sure whether college is for you? How might you know?

Leaders: don’t be afraid to tell them, especially the younger students, “It’s okay not to know. 
There’s time!” Offer yourself to those students who are struggling here. Pray with them, talk 
to them, and try to lay out some options for them.

3. Rate the following factors in order of importance (1 is least important, 10 is most):

_____ Cost

_____ Location

_____ Food

_____ Athletics

_____ Doctrinal Commitments 

_____ Majors/Degrees 

_____ Weather 

_____ Friendliness 

_____ Professors 

_____ Family History 
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What do you think should be the most important? Why?

Leaders: have fun with this one! Try to get them to see (maybe you need to see yourself?!) that 
food is not as important as other things. I was on the 21-per-week meal plan for 4 years and I 
survived (if just barely).

4. In your opinion, which is most dangerous and why: 

A public university OR a Christian school 

Leaders: make your kids aware of the dangers at both. Yes, at both! In my opinion, self-
proclaimed Christian schools can do more damage than public institutions. How much do you 
know about the school?  Every college can tell you what you want to hear, but what is really 
being taught in the classroom? What do the graduates believe? We need to be more serious 
and careful about where we are sending our kids off to college!

Listen to the following excerpt from a pastor who writes about a prominent Christian college in 
his area: 

“The problem isn’t simply the theological liberalism – I think that’s fairly easy for a bright kid 
to sniff out. The more subtle and pernicious problem is the general lack of seriousness about 
things that matter: godliness, theology, eternity, etc., among both students and faculty. The 
nasty part of this is that these are all ‘confessing Christians.’ I think that’s what makes [this 
school], in some sense, more dangerous than a state school; at least at [state schools] the 
pagans act like pagans and the believers band together and try to act like Christians. But at 
[this school], the categories get all messed up – too many of the believers act like pagans. I 
know so many ‘good kids’ from good solid churches who go to [this school] and struggle 
mightily.”

Evaluate.

Leaders: we all need to know the dangers at “Christian” schools.
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5. 18-22 year olds are incredibly impressionable. Evaluate that statement.

Leaders: in my opinion, these kids are the most vulnerable when they’re first away from 
home, spending time with other students their age, listening to smart professors, and trying to 
get good grades.

6. How important should finding a solid local church be before determining which college to attend?  

Leaders: I find it tragic that parents and kids decide on a school before they even begin to 
think about local churches. How backwards!

7. Concerning the importance of finding a church before selecting a school, Thabiti Anyabwile 
writes, “This is task number one. In fact, if there’s opportunity to influence the list of prospective 
students, it’s wise to first pick the cities with strong churches and then consider the schools 
nearby. Why should someone neglect their spiritual lives for four or more years simply because 
they’re going to college? Many don’t intend to inflict such neglect on themselves, but that’s what 
happens when they head off to college with no idea where they will receive regular instruction 
from the Word, spiritual care and fellowship.”

What do you think?

Leaders: it’s no wonder why kids are leaving the church in mass numbers once they go off to 
college.
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Concluding Thoughts 

You may have noticed that nowhere throughout this material were you given many direct answers to 
some of your questions regarding the future. That was by design. When it comes to God’s will of 
decree, there aren’t always easy answers.  

Yet maybe it’s easier than what you’re making it out to be. Perhaps the answer is as simple as 
pursuing what you’re good at, what you enjoy, within the context of the providential opportunities 
he’s placed in front of you.

I wish I would have spent more time devoted to God’s will of desire (holiness, etc.) than I did trying 
to discover His plan for my life. Thankfully, He’s good and wise and leads us as we trust in Him. He 
puts people and places and events and experiences into our lives to help us along the way.

God does have a plan for your life, it’s true! And even though you don’t know exactly what that looks 
like, He does. So trust in Jesus. Go until God stops you. “Seek first the kingdom of God.” Use 
wisdom, maybe even common sense. Ask your parents. Talk to your friends. Glorify God. Don’t live 
for this world. Make sacrifices. Set an example. Work hard. Be a steward of God’s good gifts. Grow 
in grace.

Kevin De Young, in Just Do Something, writes, “So the end of the matter is this: live for God. Obey 
the Scriptures. Think of others before yourself. Be holy. Love Jesus. And as you do these things, do 
whatever else you like, with whomever you like, wherever you like, and you’ll be walking in the will 
of God.”

Soli Deo Gloria!



After High School,
Then What?

Rev. Michael J. Schout
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Introduction

“So, what are your plans after high school?” I remember getting that question all too often. “Plans? 
What plans?” I thought to myself. “I’m supposed to have plans? What if I don’t know what my plans 
are? Is that ok? Should I? Am I already too late? Is my future cursed?” So many questions, all because 
of the question.

Now I catch myself asking the same thing of the young people in my church or at RYS conventions. 
“So, what are your plans after graduation?” Of course, the target audience is usually seniors, 
sometimes juniors. Freshman and sophomores usually get a free pass. They have their own issues. 
Yet even they can be thinking future thoughts.

In my experience, high schoolers are all over the map when it comes to planning and preparing for the 
future.  

Some of you already have a pretty good idea what you want to do and where or if you want to attend 
college. Others haven’t the foggiest idea. And many are caught in the middle, somewhere between 
confidence and ambivalence. You have some ideas, but are waiting to see how things work out. Or 
maybe you think you know, but you don’t know for sure, or you don’t know what questions you 
should be asking.

Consider this lesson material a sort of spiritual guidance counselor. Here, as in Scripture, you will 
find no direct revelations or specific answers. I’m not going to tell you whether to be a builder, a 
baker, or a candle stick maker. It’s beyond my ability to tell if whether or not college is in your future, 
and if so, which one. But I want to give you tools. And I want you to begin asking the right questions.  

My hope and prayer is that this material will help you in your pursuit of God’s direction for your life. 
Remember that your parents, youth leaders, teachers, and pastors have been in your shoes (some of us 
longer ago than others). Many of us can remember the question about future plans from people who 
were simply interested in our lives.

For some of us, it scared us. For others, it helped us in the process. And probably for most, the plans 
we made turned out much differently than we could have imagined then. “Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he 
will make straight your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).
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Chapter 1: Introduction 

1. Opening exercise. Raise your hand if the following is most true of you:

❑ you know what you want to do with your life (college, career)
❑ you have some idea, but need some more time to think
❑ you have absolutely no clue 

Discuss.

2. What excites you most about the next five years? What is most scary?

3. Is making decisions about college and career easy or hard? Why?

4. God is sovereign over all things, including your future. How does that encourage you?
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5. Look up the following passages and discuss what they say about your future: 

a. Genesis 50:20 

b. Psalm 37:4

c. Proverbs 16:1-3

d. Matthew 6:25-34

e. Romans 8:28 

6. What are some of the most important questions to ask when it comes to making decisions about 
college and career?

7. How do you discover God’s will for your life?  
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Chapter 2: Understanding God’s Will 

“What is God’s will for my life?” This was the question that hovered over me like a dark cloud. 
Everywhere I went, it went with me. It even kept me up at night.

I was a sophomore in college and didn’t have a clue what God wanted me to do with my life. I knew 
He knew. The problem was that I didn’t, and I didn’t know how to find out.

“Wouldn’t it be nice if God emailed me,” I thought. It would make things so much easier. It would 
put an end to all this worrying and fretting and stressing. “I wish God would just speak to me with an 
audible voice,” I mused. “Then I could get to work and begin living my life with focus.”

Have you ever felt the way I did? Maybe you’re feeling that way right now. Yes, God is sovereign. 
What a wonderful truth! Yet that doesn’t make decision-making easier. That He has a plan for me 
isn’t the issue. It’s the fact that I don’t know what it is, or how to find it.

In this lesson we’re going to unpack what we mean by “God’s will.” Finding God’s will is something 
you’ve been told you need to do. But has anyone ever told you what that even means, what that looks 
like, and if that’s even possible?

It is very important to understand what we mean by God’s will, and what we don’t mean. The Bible 
speaks about God’s will in two ways: God’s will of decree and God’s will of desire.

God’s Will of Decree 

1. According to the Westminster Confession, “God from all eternity did by the most and holy 
counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass.” What does 
this mean in your own words?

2. Look up Psalm 139:13-16 and discuss what you think it teaches about God’s will of decree.
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3. Can we know God’s will of decree ahead of time? Why or why not?

God’s Will of Desire 

4. God’s will of desire are those exhortations which God has plainly revealed in Scripture for our 
lives. Can you think of any examples of God’s will of desire?

5. Look up the following passages and discuss what God’s will is for your life: 

a. 1 Thessalonians 4:3

b. Ephesians 4:25-32

c. Ephesians 5:3-4

d. 1 Peter 1:13-16

e. Matthew 5:43-48

6. Do you think we spend more time pursuing God’s will of desire or God’s will of decree? Why?
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Chapter 3: Discovering God’s Will 

In our last lesson we spent some time unpacking what we even mean by God’s will. His will of decree 
is His eternal, unchangeable, and unknowable (before) plan for all things, including our futures. 
Whereas God’s will of desire are those revealed things (Deut. 29:29) which we know and ought to 
pursue that have been written down in Scripture. 

Kevin De Young, in his book, Just Do Something, makes the compelling argument that when it comes 
to finding God’s will for our lives, we end up creating a third category. The only problem is that it 
doesn’t actually exist.  He calls it “God’s will of direction.”

What is God’s will for my life? How can we know? Do we have to take Gideon’s approach and lay 
down a fleece? Is there a hidden code somewhere in Scripture with the answer? Does God reveal it 
when we pray hard enough?

In reality, what we mean by “God’s will of direction” is that we want to know His will of decree 
before it comes to pass.

In this lesson we’re going to explore some practical steps to take in trying to make decisions about the 
future.  Do we just let go and let God? What is the relationship between His sovereignty and our 
responsibility? Which questions should I be asking? Is there a way to discover God’s will for my life?  

1. Should we pray about decisions like whether to buy a Ford or a Honda? A car or a truck? Blue or 
green?  Discuss.

2. Where does wisdom come into play when making decisions?
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3. Read Proverbs 26:4-5. How do we know which decision is right?

4. God doesn’t tell you where to work or where to go to college. Evaluate.

5. My professor in college used to say, “Go until God stops you!” What do you think He meant?

6. What is the relationship between God’s will and your desires? Between His plan and your gifts?
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Chapter 4: Making Decisions about Calling 

Back to my story. The pursuit of God’s will for my life as it related to vocation was controlling me. I 
wanted answers, and I wanted them immediately!

God’s answer came in the most unexpected, yet simple of ways. No fleeces. No voice. No email. It 
came in the form of a friend.

One evening, while venting my frustrations, he asked me this straightforward question: “What do you 
enjoy doing?” This was one of my best friends, whom I respected and trusted. Yet my first response 
was, “That’s not my struggle. It’s not about what I want. It’s about what God wants.” To which my 
friend wisely replied, “But what if that’s the same thing?”  

“Do you mean that God might want me to do what I would like to do and would be good at doing?” 
Yes! That was my breakthrough moment. I know, kind of silly. Really obvious, you’re probably 
thinking. Yet what if that’s your roadblock? What if you’re going about this process the wrong way? 
What if God has given you gifts and desires and talents and opportunities, and making decisions is 
simply about doing what you enjoy and what you’re good at, with the opportunities right in front of 
you? That’s what we’re going to examine in this lesson.

1. Vocation comes from the Latin word for “called.” Why is it important to see work first and 
foremost as a calling from God?

2. Take some time as a group to discuss the relationship between giftedness and vocation.
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3. How might pursuing what you enjoy be helpful as you think about a possible career?

4. Even though I enjoy college football, it doesn’t mean that I should pursue a career in coaching. 
Evaluate.

5. Should everyone pursue a career? What about the high calling of a mother and homemaker?
Discuss.

6. What are some practical things you can do if you’re having trouble deciding what to do with your 
life?

7. What sorts of pressures does the culture place on you when it comes to thinking about a possible 
career?
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8. When a shoemaker became a Christian during the time of the Reformation, he asked Martin 
Luther what he should do with his life. Luther responded, “Make a good shoe. Sell it at a fair 
price.” What do you think of Luther’s advice?

9. Look up 1 Corinthians 10:31. What does it teach us about vocation?
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Chapter 5: Making Decisions about College 

College fairs. Campus preview weekends. College brochures. “That’s where my parents went.” “It’s 
close to home.” “It’s far away.” “They have good food.” Scholarships. Free advice.

Sound familiar? If you’re a junior or a senior it probably does. How do you even know if college is 
for you? And if so, which one? What am I supposed to think about college debt? Are some better than 
others? Public or Christian? Close to home or far away? Four-year liberal arts or two-year trade 
school? Bachelors or associates? So many questions!

In this final lesson, we’re going to explore some of the most important factors to consider when 
deciding on which college to attend.

1. Raise your hand if you know where you want to attend. How did you come to that conclusion?

2. How many of you aren’t sure whether college is for you? How might you know?

3. Rate the following factors in order of importance (1 is least important, 10 is most):

_____ Cost

_____ Location

_____ Food

_____ Athletics

_____ Doctrinal Commitments 

_____ Majors/Degrees 

_____ Weather 

_____ Friendliness 

_____ Professors 

_____ Family History 
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What do you think should be the most important? Why?

4. In your opinion, which is most dangerous and why: 

A public university OR a Christian school 

Listen to the following excerpt from a pastor who writes about a prominent Christian college in 
his area: 

“The problem isn’t simply the theological liberalism – I think that’s fairly easy for a bright kid 
to sniff out. The more subtle and pernicious problem is the general lack of seriousness about 
things that matter: godliness, theology, eternity, etc., among both students and faculty. The 
nasty part of this is that these are all ‘confessing Christians.’ I think that’s what makes [this 
school], in some sense, more dangerous than a state school; at least at [state schools] the 
pagans act like pagans and the believers band together and try to act like Christians. But at 
[this school], the categories get all messed up – too many of the believers act like pagans. I 
know so many ‘good kids’ from good solid churches who go to [this school] and struggle 
mightily.”

Evaluate.

5. 18-22 year olds are incredibly impressionable. Evaluate that statement.
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6. How important should finding a solid local church be before determining which college to attend?  

7. Concerning the importance of finding a church before selecting a school, Thabiti Anyabwile 
writes, “This is task number one. In fact, if there’s opportunity to influence the list of prospective 
students, it’s wise to first pick the cities with strong churches and then consider the schools 
nearby. Why should someone neglect their spiritual lives for four or more years simply because 
they’re going to college? Many don’t intend to inflict such neglect on themselves, but that’s what 
happens when they head off to college with no idea where they will receive regular instruction 
from the Word, spiritual care and fellowship.”

What do you think?
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Concluding Thoughts 

You may have noticed that nowhere throughout this material were you given many direct answers to 
some of your questions regarding the future. That was by design. When it comes to God’s will of 
decree, there aren’t always easy answers.  

Yet maybe it’s easier than what you’re making it out to be. Perhaps the answer is as simple as 
pursuing what you’re good at, what you enjoy, within the context of the providential opportunities 
he’s placed in front of you.

I wish I would have spent more time devoted to God’s will of desire (holiness, etc.) than I did trying 
to discover His plan for my life. Thankfully, He’s good and wise and leads us as we trust in Him. He 
puts people and places and events and experiences into our lives to help us along the way.

God does have a plan for your life, it’s true! And even though you don’t know exactly what that looks 
like, He does. So trust in Jesus. Go until God stops you. “Seek first the kingdom of God.” Use 
wisdom, maybe even common sense. Ask your parents. Talk to your friends. Glorify God. Don’t live 
for this world. Make sacrifices. Set an example. Work hard. Be a steward of God’s good gifts. Grow 
in grace.

Kevin De Young, in Just Do Something, writes, “So the end of the matter is this: live for God. Obey 
the Scriptures. Think of others before yourself. Be holy. Love Jesus. And as you do these things, do 
whatever else you like, with whomever you like, wherever you like, and you’ll be walking in the will 
of God.”

Soli Deo Gloria!


