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Claim	the
Promises

	 Are	you	confused	over	what	Christianity	is	really	
all	about?		What	exactly	is	God	saying	to	us?		Why	
do	I	often	find	that	everything	else	about	this	life	
is	more	desirable	than	my	Christian	faith?	

	 The	Christian	 life	 is	 a	promise-driven	 life.	Until	
we	appreciate	exactly	what	God	is	saying	to	us,	it’s	
difficult	to	desire	all	that	he	is	offering	to	us.	

	 In	these	sessions,	pastors	Jeff	DeBoer	and	Chris	
Gordon	will	 help	us	understand	God’s	promises.	
God	wants	us	to	claim	these	promises	that	we	might	
enjoy	what	he	has	provided	for	us	in	Jesus	Christ.	

	 We	hope	you	can	join	us	at	the	2018	RYS	National	
Convention	to	be	held	July	16-20	at	Dordt	College	
in	 Sioux	 Center,	 IA,	 Lord	willing!	 A	 total	 of	 12	
workshops	will	 complement	 our	main	 theme.	
Register	 at	 reformedyouthservices.org.	 See	 you	
there!

Main	Speakers
	 Rev.	 Jeff	DeBoer	 is	 the	Director	 of	 Enrollment	 at	
Mid-America	 Reformed	 Seminary,	 an	 associate	
pastor	 at	 Community	 United	 Reformed	 Church	 in	
Schererville,	 IN	 and	has	 led	workshops	 at	 the	RYS	
convention	over	the	years.	

	 Rev.	Chris	Gordon	has	been	the	senior	pastor	of	
Escondido	URC	since	2012	and	has	led	several	
convention	workshops	in	past	years.	

“For the promise is to 
you and to your 

children, and to all 
who are afar off, as 

many as the Lord our 
God will call.”

Acts 2:39

“Day	Away”	&	Other	Fun	Stuff!
	 This	year,	we	will	enjoy	a	fantastic	variety	of	on-
site	 inflatable	 recreational	 items	 featuring	 a	 fun	
carnival-like	atmosphere.	We	are	sure	that	you	will	
enjoy	 such	events	as	Criss	Cross	Collision	Course,	
4-story	 Hippo	 Waterslide,	 Wipe-Out	 Zone,	 Laser	
Tag,	Rock	Climb	Obstacle	Course,	Spider	Mountain	
Climb	and	more!
	 Boys	and	girls	basketball,	co-ed	volleyball,	soccer	
and	a	5K	run	will	be	held	with	RYS	prizes	going	to	
the	winning	teams.	A	variety	of	athletic	and	non-
athletic	activities	will	also	be	available	to	enjoy.
	 If	you	have	a	special	talent	to	share,	please	start	
making	plans	today	to	try	out	for	our	annual	talent	
show.	God-glorifying	variety	is	highly	encouraged!
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Are	You	Ready	to	Step	Up?
Whether	you	already	made	it,	thinking	 it’s	not	for	
you	or	 anticipate	making	 profession	 of	 faith	 soon	
this	workshop	 is	 for	you.	 	 	Are	you	a	transgressor,	
a	 professor	 and	 a	 confessor?	 	 	 Find	 out	 how	 this	
question	relates	to	a	true	profession	of	faith.		Rev. 
Casey Freswick is the pastor of Bethany United 
Reformed Church in Wyoming, MI. 

Not	Even	a	Hint
How	to	stay	pure	and	faithful	in	a	sinfully	sexualized	
and	 faithless	 society?	 Is	 it	 a	matter	 of	 a	 superior	
and	 strong	will	 power?	Or	 is	 it	 having	 a	mystical,	
magical	secret	solution?	Come	see	how	God’s	Word	
supplies	the	answer. 
Rev. Paul Murphy is the pastor of Messiah’s 
Reformed Fellowship in New York, NY. 

Insta...	or	Eternal?
In	an	age	that	encourages	us	to	Instagram	our	meals	
and	Snapchat	every	thought,	a	letter	that	takes	two	
days	 to	 arrive	 is	 denounced	 as	 “snail	 mail.”	 But	
some	things	can’t	be	enjoyed	in	an	instant	―	and	
they	are	worth	the	wait.	Join	us	as	we	think	about	
focusing	on	eternity	...	in	an	Instagram	world!
Rev. Doug Barnes is the pastor of Covenant Reformed 
Church in Pella, IA.

Dating	with	a	“Clue”
Sometimes	we	approach	dating	in	a	way	similar	to	
picking	up	a	game	and	not	reading	the	instructions.	
And	that’s	never	fun,	only	frustrating.	But	when	we	
get	a	“Clue”	and	learn	the	rules,	strategy,	and	goal	
of	the	game,	we	may	find	enjoyment	and	blessing.	
Rev. Matt and Lisa Nuiver from Faith URC in Holland, 
MI will be leading this workshop together. 

So	I’m	Baptized...	Now	What?
Sometimes	we	think	of	our	baptisms	simply	as	one-
and-done,	past	tense	events—“I	was	baptized.”	But	
what	does	baptism	mean	for	your	everyday	Christian	
walk?	 In	 this	 workshop,	 you	 will	 discover	 how	 to	
“improve	upon”	your	baptism	by	learning	to	see	it	as	
a	daily	means	of	grace,	a	humbling	reminder	of	your	
need	for	Jesus,	and	a	call	to	holiness	in	all	you	do.
Tim Scheuers is a doctoral candidate at Fuller Theological 
Seminary and a licensed exhorter in the URCNA.Reclaim	the	Rainbow

The	 rainbow	 has	 been	 a	 sign	 of	 promised	 grace	
ever	since	the	days	of	Noah	but	today	has	been	co-
opted	by	 same	 sex	proponents.	 In	 this	workshop,	
we’ll	 explore	 the	 controversial	 matter	 of	 same	
sex	 attraction	 and,	 more	 generally,	 the	 issue	 of	
gender	 dysphoria.	 Finally,	 we’ll	 consider	 how	 we	
as	Christians	might	respond	with	conviction,	grace,	
and	a	winsome	spirit.
Rev. Phil Grotenhuis is the pastor of Phoenix United 
Reformed Church in Phoenix, AZ.

Dressed	for	Battle
Angels	and	demons?	Spiritual	warfare?	What	does	
Paul	 mean	 when	 he	 says	 in	 Ephesians	 6	 that	 we	
are	in	a	battle	“against	the	spiritual	forces	of	evil”?	
God’s	Word	tells	us	that	an	ancient	war	is	raging	all	
around	us,	an	unseen	life-and-death	struggle	with	
evil	itself.	Are	you	ready	to	play	your	part?
Rev. Nick Smith is the pastor of the United Reformed 
Church of Nampa, ID.

The	Me-Monster	Strikes	Back
Hollywood	is	great	at	creating	terrifying	monsters.		
But	 the	 real	 beast	 that	 troubles	 us	 is	 a	 lot	 better	
looking	than	any	Hollywood	critter.	 	 Join	us	as	we	
learn	to	hunt	down	self-love	in	all	its	various	forms	
and	put	it	to	death.		And	in	dying	to	self,	see	how	we	
are	to	live	for	Christ.
Rev. Jason Tuinstra is the pastor of Bethel URC in 
Jenison, MI.

Workshops		
Is	This	OK?
Fake	news!	Email	scams!	Viruses!	Identity	theft!	Our	
worlds	are	full	of	lies	and	deception.		How	do	we	tell	
good	advice	from	bad?		Do	you	trust	your	friends?		
In	this	workshop	we'll	 investigate	a	Biblical	case	of	
advice	gone	bad	and	look	to	the	Scriptures	for	some	
counsel.		Be	prepared	to	be	challenged	by	the	Word.
Rev. Bob VanManen is the pastor of Little Farms 
OPC in Marne, MI. 

What	in	the	World	is	this	World	for?
Topics	 like	 global	 warming,	 groups	 like	 PETA,	
phrases	like	“Mother	Earth”	or	“tree	huggers”	―	a	
lot	of	different	people	are	talking	about	our	world	
in	a	lot	of	different	ways.		How	should	a	follower	of	
Christ	think	about	these	things?		How	should	we	act	
in	and	for	this	world?
Rev. James Oord is the pastor of Community 
Reformed Church in Schererville, IN.

We	Serve	a	Jealous	God
Jealousy	is	a	theme	in	many	popular	songs.	For	good	
reason!	Who	hasn’t	heard	about	jealous	girlfriends?	
But,	a	jealous	God?	What	does	God	mean	when	he	
says,	“I...am	a	jealous	God?”	In	this	workshop,	we	
will	 look	 at	God‘s	 exclusive	 claim	on	worship	 and	
on	his	holy	people	whom	he	has	redeemed	through	
the	blood	of	Christ.
Rev. Quentin Falkena is a pastor at the 1st URC of 
Chino, CA.	

Membership	Has	its	Privileges	
What	 do	 you	 love	 about	 your	 church?	 Church	
membership	 has	 excellent	 privileges:	 worshiping	
God,	 community	 with	 other	 members.	 It	 comes	
with	 responsibilities,	 too:	 faithful	 attendance	 at	
worship	services,	and	using	your	gifts	to	bless	other	
members.	Let’s	take	a	look	at	the	joys	and	blessings,	
and	the	challenges	and	heartaches	of	being	a	living	
member	of	Christ’s	church.
Rev. Todd DeRooy is the pastor of Redeemer URC in 
Orange City, IA.	



REGISTRATION/HOUSING/DEADLINES/FEES

Eligibility:
Conventioneers	eligible	to	attend:	
•	Students	must	be	at	least	age	14	but	no	older	
than	19	by	convention,	and	must	have	completed	
grade	9	in	school,	but	no	more	than	grade	12	
immediately	prior	to	convention.	Students	may	
attend	no	more	than	four	conventions.		

Sponsors:
•	At	least	21	by	convention.
*	RYS	strongly	recommends	groups	adhere	to	a	5-1	
student/sponsor	ratio.

•	Adult	sponsors	are	required	to	attend	all
	 convention	events	with	their	students.

Registration	Fees:
Member Churches
•	Prior	to	April	2:		$385.00	(U.S.)	per	person
•	April	3	–	30:		$425.00	(U.S.)	per	person

Non-member Churches
•	Prior	to	April	2:		$425.00	(U.S.)	per	person
•	April	3	–	30:		$465.00	(U.S.)	per	person

•	After	April	30:	you	may	be	placed	on	a	waiting	list	
by	contacting	RYS	Director	Ed	DeGraaf.

How	to	Register:
• Go to www.reformedyouthservices.org
• Click on 2018 Convention
• Create an online account with a unique email 

and password (or use last year’s)
• Complete the online registration form

Choose a roommate or go potluck.  If you do 
choose a roommate, you must both name each 
other on your registration forms. Married sponsors 
may room together; please choose that on your 
registration form.

Choose your workshops.  Everyone will attend 
five workshops.  Select six workshops in the order 
of your preference so that we can schedule you for 
five workshops of your choosing.   

Complete the medical forms.  Don’t forget to 
have your parents sign the medical release form 
by checking the box online. (You can do this 
yourself if you are 18 or older.)

Rules form.  Read and sign the rules form by 
checking the box online.

Sweatshirts and fleeces.  You may pre-purchase 
your convention sweatshirt ($30) or RYS fleece 
($35) when you register. There will be a limited 
number available at convention at a higher price.

Payment.  Group Leaders please note: When 
registration is closed, your church will receive 
an invoice.  Please carefully confirm that all 
your participants are listed on the invoice! Wait 
until you receive your invoice to make your 
payment.  Then mail one group payment to RYS 
Convention, 6442 36th Ave., Hudsonville, MI 
49426. Payments are due no later than May 21.

Convention	Schedule:
•	Check–in:		Between	1-5	p.m.	(C.S.T.)	on	
Monday,	July	16							

•	Convention	concludes	by	11	a.m.	(C.S.T.)		 	
on	Friday,	July	20

•	Lunch	will	be	provided	soon	after	the		 	 	
last	session	on	Friday.

•	All	conventioneers	must	be	off	campus		 	
by	1:00	p.m.

Questions:
•	Please	contact	RYS	Director	Ed	DeGraaf	at	
reformedyouth96@gmail.com.

Cancellation	fees:
•	Cancellations	before	June	15	require	a	$50	
fee.	Transfers	may	be	made	with	a	$25	fee.	No	
refunds	or	transfers	after	June	15.

Travel:
•	Dordt	College	is	located	in	Sioux	Center,	Iowa,	
about	an	hour	and	15	minutes	from	Sioux	
Falls,	SD	and	two	and	half	hours	from	Omaha,	
NE.	No	shuttle	service	will	be	available	from	
any	airports	by	RYS,	as	all	travel	is	your	own	
responsibility.	RYS	has	no	pre-event	or	post-
event	housing	available.


