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  Based on Hebrews 12:14, this year’s winter event will explore the theme of “Seek Peace, Holiness and the Lord.”  
Lord willing, Dr. Ottavio Palombaro, a Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary student and Italian native, will lead our 
discussion on this topic. The retreat is scheduled to take place January 3-5, 2019 at the Cedar Lake Retreat Center in Cedar 
Lake, Indiana. Single young adults ages 18-30 attending college or working are highly encouraged to register (more specific 
information below).

 Ottavio Palombaro was born in Castiglion del Lago, on the shores of Lake Trasimeno near Perugia, in a very strong 
Roman Catholic family right in the heart of Italy. He is the fourth child of five, from a Roman father and Belgian mother. 

   After he became convinced of the Reformed faith, Ottavio applied to three American Reformed seminaries. The 
night before his Ph.D. graduation in Milan, Italy, Ottavio received an acceptance letter and full scholarship from Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids. 

    Last summer (2018) Ottavio went to Perugia to do his seminary intern-
ship with Rev. Andrea Ferrari in his hometown of Perugia with the Reformed group 
that God in His providence had drawn together. His plan after his seminary studies 
is to graduate (January 2020), complete his candidacy exam to become a pastor with 
the URC, raise support and go back to Italy (D.V.). 

    “I want to serve the Lord as a full-time missionary for the advancement of 
His kingdom in my homeland. There is nothing else in this world I could see myself   
doing apart from ministry and devoting my entire life to Him and His church,” says 
Ottavio.  Reformed Youth Services is pleased to give our young adults the opportu-
nity to hear Ottavio’s passion for the Lord and His Word as he explores a theme that 
has a close correlation to his own life story. 

   Cedar Lake Conference Center is located 35 miles south of Chicago and features a scenic setting, great facilities 
and excellent food served in a dining room with a lakeside view. Recreational options include sledding (weather-permit-
ting, bring your own sleds), bowling ($12.00 cash for two games, shoes and a soda) or sight-seeing in nearby Chicago.

 All attendees will reside in the comfortable Rest-A-While Lodge, which includes linens and rooms with private 
baths. To register for the winter retreat, please go to our website at reformedyouthservices.org. The registration fee is 
$220.00 (U.S.), which covers lodging for two nights, five meals, snacks and the program. The retreat will begin at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 3 with our traditional pizza dinner and conclude with our final session and lunch on Saturday, January 6, 
D.V. Friday dinner is on your own. Payment must be made online at time of registration. Regular registration will be open 
until midnight Dec. 13. After that date a $40.00 late fee will be incurred until the final registration deadline of Dec. 20. 
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